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SUBJCT: PRESS CRITICISM OF REPORTED U.S. ARMS SALES TO 
PAKISTAN CONTINUES 

BEGIN SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER GANDHI'S INTERVIEW TO THE 
NEW YORK TIMES DOMINATED THE DELHI ENGLISH-LANGUAGE NEWSPAPERS 
ON FRIDAY MORNING. THERE WAS EXTENSIVE RADIO AND TELEVISION NEWS 
COVERAGE ON THURSDAY NIGHT. CRITICAL COMMENTS ON THE REPORTED 
U.S. DECISION TO LIFT THE ARMS EMBARGO TO PAKISTAN CONTINUED. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. NEWSPAPERS PROMINENTLY FRONT-PAGED LENGTHY ACCOUNTS OF THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S NEW YORK TIMES INTERVIEW. HEADLINES UNDERSCORED 
THAT ARMING OF PAKISTAN WILL STRAIN INDO-U.S. TIES. THE CONGRESS 
PARTY-ORIENTED NATIONAL HERALD RAN A TYPICAL HEADLINE: "PAK ARMS 
DEAL WILL HARM INDO-U.S. TIES: PM." 

2. CREDITED TO THE PRESS TRUST OF INDIA AND THE UNITED NEWS OF INDIA 
DISPATCHES, THE NEWS ACCOUNTS STRESSED IN THE LEAD THAT THE PRIME 
MINISTER HAS SAID THE U.S. DECISION WOULD MAKE THE TASK OF IMPROVING 
INDO-U.S. RELATIONS "MOST DIFFICULT" BECAUSE "THESE ARMS HAVE AL- 
WAYS BEEN USED AGAINST INDIA, NOT ONE BUT SEVERAL TIMES." 
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. NEWSPAPERS QUOTED MRS. GANDHI'S REMARKS THAT PEOPLE FELT VERY 
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STRONGLY ABOUT THESE MATTERS, ADDING THAT INDIA AND THE U.S. 

"SHOULD TRY AND FIND WHATEVER AREA OF FRIENDSHIP OR COOPERATION 
THERE CAN BE, AND ENHANCE IT." 

4. COMMENTING ON DEMOCRACY IN THE U.S., THE PRIME MINISTER WAS 
CITED SAYING: "WLL, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT IN YOUR ADMINISTRATION 
THERE HAS NOT BEEN MUCH UNDRSTANDING OF INDIA. I DON'T THINK 
DEMOCRACY COMES INTO IT. IF YOU SEE AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP WITH 
OTHER COUNTRIES, DEMOCRACY HAS NOT REALLY COME INTO THE PICTURE AT 
ALL." 

5. NEWS ACCOUNTS ALSO NOTED MRS. GANDHI'S COMMENTS THAT AMBASSAOR 
MOYNIHAN " MADE A VERY GENUINE EFFORT" AND HE DID "ACHIEVE 

A CERTAIN BREAKTHROUGH" AND QUOTED HER STATEMENT THAT AMBASSADOR 
SAXBE "WILL BE WELCOME AND WE WISH HIM SUCCESS IN TRYING TO FORGE 
A BETTER RELATIONSHIP." 

6. REPORTAGE INCLUD THE PRIME MINISTER’S ON INDO-SOVIET RELATIONS 
("HAVEN'T THEY STOOD BY US WHENEVER WE HAVE NEEDED ANY HELP?"). 
INDIA'S "STRONG SUPPORT" FOR THE ARAB CAUSE AS AGAINST ISRAEL, 

THE DISPUTE BETWEEN THE WESTERN COUNTRIES AND THE OIL-PRODUCING 
ARAB NATIONS. AND QUESTIONS ON THE DOMESTIC SITUATION IN INDIA. 

7. IN A COMMENTARY ON THE STATE-RUN ALL INDIA RADIO. "POLITICAL 
COMMENTATOR" COL. C. RAMA RAO DECLARED THAT PAKISTAN HAS "ENOUGH 
ARMS TO MEET HER LEGITIMATE DEFENSE NEEDS" AND RESUMPTION OF 

U.S. ARMS SUPPLY WILL "ALMOST CERTAINLY ENCOURAGE EXTREME ELEMENTS 
IN THAT COUNTRY TO ADVENTUROUS ACTION AGAINST HER NEIGHBORS." HE 
CONCLUDED HIS TALK BY EXPRESSING THE HOPE THAT WASHINGTON WILL 
RECONSIDER ITS DECISION AND "RECOGNIZE THAT RESUMPTION OF THE ARMS 
SUPPLY TO PAKISTAN WOULD ONLY PROMOTE TENSION IN THE REGION AND 
WOULD IN NO WAY FURTHER AMERICA'S OWN INTERESTS." 

8. THE COMMUNIST DAILY PATRIOT EDIT-PAGED A LENGTHY BYLINER, 

"LOGIC OF BHUTTO’S SELL-OUT TO AMERICA." BY DEWAN BERINDRANATH, 
SPECIALIST IN PAKISTAN AFFAIRS. THE THRUST OF HIS PIECE WAS 

THAT THE REPORTED U.S. DECISION IS "INTIMATELY LINKED WITH THE 
INTERNAL SITUATION" IN PAKISTAN: "PLAYING UPON AMERICAN FEARS, 

MR. BHUTTO HAS BEEN PLUGGING THE LINE THAT HE FACES A MAJOR 
DANGER FROM THE SO-CALLED 'PRO-SOVIET AND THE PRO-INDIAN NATIONAL 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 NEW DE 02165 141352Z 

AWAMI PARTY (NAP) ELEMENTS.' HIS VIEW IS AT LEAST PARTIALLY 
SHARED BY TEHERAN. THE NAP MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN BANNED IN ORDER 
TO SHOW THE U,S. THAT PAKISTAN IS INDEED AS LOYAL A FRIEND AND 
ALLY AS THE U.S. COULD HOPE TO GET ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. 

SCHNEIDER 
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